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who are making our communities better places
to live. The Commission on the Status of
Women recognizes the contributions of
women in the fields of education, health care,
the arts, government, business, law, commu-
nity service, technology, public service and
women’s advocacy and lifetime achievement.

This year’s Business Award will be given to
Kimberly Nesbitt-Good because of her busi-
ness efforts in Union County. Kimberly is the
proprietor of Nesbitt Funeral Home, along with
her husband Ted, which was established in
1931 by her adoptive parents, Bravell and
Carrie Allen Nesbitt.

Ms. Nesbitt-Good has received several
awards and recognition for her work in the fu-
neral profession. She is a member of the Gar-
den State Funeral Directors Association, the
New Jersey Funeral Directors Association, the
National Funeral Directors Association, the
National Funeral Directors and Morticians As-
sociation, and the Epsilon Nu Delta Fraternity.

Kimberly is the cofounder of “Friends,” an
organization of African American women that
uplifts and supports women in African Amer-
ican communities. Listed in Who's Who
Among Americans and Who’s Who Among Af-
rican American Funeral Directors, Kimberly
has been recognized by many local, state and
federal organizations for her varied and wide
ranging work in the funeral profession.

Kimberly Nesbitt-Good of Elizabeth, New
Jersey has made significant achievements in
her business efforts. | am pleased to congratu-
late Kimberly Nesbitt-Good for her outstanding
efforts and share her good work with my col-
leagues in the United States Congress and
the American people.

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF ATHLETIC TRAINERS

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the importance of ath-
letic trainers and all that they do to improve
the health and quality of our lives.

As overweight and obesity rates soar, ath-
letic trainers serve as an outstanding oppo-
nent to the frightening statistics. Their job
widely varies, and they do far more than sim-
ply “work out” with others. Athletic trainers
guide their clients with life-long fitness and ex-
ercise skills and push their clients to aerobic
excellence. Many also provide nutritional guid-
ance that helps those derailed from healthy
eating habits develop better eating tendencies.
In doing so, they often provide their clients
with a greater sense of self worth.

Their impact on society is incredibly bene-
ficial. Athletic trainers do much to help de-
crease the increasing population of the obese
and overweight. For this, | thank those athletic
trainers in the First District of Florida, as well
as the rest of the Nation, who constantly make
a difference. We are truly grateful.
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HONORING GARY MORGAN
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Gary Lewis Morgan of Sonoma
County, California, who passed away January
16, 2009, at the age of 55. Gary was a loving
father to his son James and a loving friend to
Emmie Morgan, his ex-wife, James’ mother,
and a member of my staff.

Born in the San Fernando Valley in 1953,
Gary grew up there and attended Monroe
High School where he excelled as a gymnast
and as a barbershop quartet singer, a passion
he later introduced to James.

In 1975, Gary graduated from California
State University, Northridge with a degree in
graphic design and a job designing ads for the
Yellow Pages. He met Emmie at the home of
a mutual friend and immediately offered to
read her palm. As Emmie says, this “involved
some holding of the hand. After that, he was
telling people about this wonderful woman he
met named Emarah. That was our joke, and
he still often called me that.”

They married in 1983, and their son James
was born in March, 1985. Emmie recalls how
“the morning after he was born, Gar came to
the hospital in striped suspenders and a but-
ton that said, ‘Kids Are People, Too.” He loved
being Jamie’s Dad.”

Looking for the best place to raise Jamie,
they moved to Sonoma County in 1986. Gary
became well known there as a singer,
muralist, and multimedia artist whose work in-
cludes statues, flags, and stained glass pan-
els. One of his statues was purchased by the
Queen of England, and a flag he designed
was flown at the Washington Monument for
the 1976 Bicentennial.

Gary’'s murals appear in various sites
around Sonoma County, including Harmony
School, an elementary school in Occidental. |
was fortunate to have the opportunity to see
this mural with Gary and talk with him about
the creation of it. He was selected through an
interview process that included students, and
he made sure to seek their input as he devel-
oped the design. Of course, he had to listen
to the teachers, too, so when one of them
said, “Hey, there has to be a book some-
where,” he made sure he gave the dragon by
the tree something to read.

Gary’s musical abilities were evident in his
beautiful voice, and he sang in three local
choirs—the Occidental Community Choir, the
Sufi Choir, and the Center for Spiritual Living’s
One Heart Choir.

His musical talents were clearly passed to
Jarmie, but it was Gary’s (and Emmie’s) nur-
turing that also helped James grow into a fine
young man. He is currently a student at Sac-
ramento State University and will enter the
Berklee College of Music in Boston in the fall,
which would have made his father very proud.

One of Gary’s other interests was meta-
physics, the study of what lies beyond the
physical world, and this interest was a comfort
to him in his times of trouble.

In addition to Emmie and James, Gary is
survived by his siblings Gale and Bryan, his
mother Barbara, and his long-time friend, Zan
Spencer.

Madam Speaker, Gary Morgan's life
touched many people. As Emmie Morgan stat-
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ed, “He was an amazingly kind, authentic, sin-
cere, honest human being. Every person I've
talked to tells me they were close to him, even
people who met him only once.” That is a tes-
tament to Gary Morgan’s character that makes
me proud to honor him today.

COMMENDING HEATHER SUAREZ
OF UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, | rise in honor
of National Women’s History Month and to
congratulate Heather Suarez of Springfield,
New Jersey who will be honored on Friday,
March 27, 2009 at the 17th Annual Women of
Excellence Dinner held in Union County, New
Jersey.

This special annual event is hosted by the
Union County Commission on the Status of
Women in the Seventh Congressional District
and highlights the amazing work of individuals
who are making our communities better places
to live. The Commission on the Status of
Women recognizes the contributions of
women in the fields of education, health care,
the arts, government, business, law, commu-
nity service, technology, public service and
women’s advocacy and lifetime achievement.

This years Law Award will be given to
Heather Suarez who has been described as a
pioneer in the legal industry. Heather was
hired directly out of law school, by persuading
the three male partners at her Newark law firm
to hire her. She became the firm’s first female
attorney, staying with that firm ever since, now
enjoying a tenure of 28 years.

After the firm relocated to Roseland, Ms.
Suarez continued to be a leader in her field
and at the firm. When she announced, in
1987, that she was pregnant, Heather was a
change agent for the firm, resulting in its first
maternity policy. Continuing to work at the firm
while raising two young sons, Ms. Suarez not
only became the first female partner, but also
the first part time partner as the firm worked
with her to accommodate and balance her
busy home life with professional responsibil-
ities.

Ms. Suarez has been recognized by many
organizations in her field. Her commitment to
women’s advocacy is evident as she works
tirelessly as a member of the New Jersey Su-
preme Court Committee on Women in the
Courts.

Heather Suarez of Springfield, New Jersey
has made significant achievements in the legal
field. 1 am pleased to congratulate Heather
Suarez for her outstanding efforts and share
her good work with my colleagues in the
United States Congress and the American
people.

———

TEXAS TEACHER OF THE YEAR
FOR 2009

HON. SILVESTRE REYES
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 24, 2009
Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, El Paso,
Texas has a history of producing strong, pas-
sionate, and caring educators who motivate
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